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Survey Snippets
Taken as a whole, salary surveys provide a picture of the overall financial health of the profession. Upon
closer look, surveys also reveal unique aspects that capture the profession’s personality. Below are a few
random findings that caught the attention of ADVANCE staff as surveys poured in: 

Youngest respondent: 24

Oldest respondent: 71

Average age of respondents: 43

Lowest full-time salary: $30,000

Highest full-time salary: $165,000

Survey that traveled farthest: Belonged to a 53-year-old acute-care nurse practitioner working in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Most quoted song: “She Works Hard for the Money” by Donna Summer

Most common frustration: “Underpaid and overworked!”

Most common affirmation: “I love my job!”

Most encouraging comment: “Nothing could compare to the work that we do as nurse practitioners! 
I work with five MDs, and there have been days when the waiting
room has been full of nothing but my patients, with the MDs sitting at
their desks doing dictations. NPs are creating a following.”

Table 1

Average Overall Salary
2003: $69,203

2001: $63,172

1999: $58,391

1997: $52,532

Table 2

Average Part-Time Hourly Rate
2003: $33.89

2001: $32.53

1999: $30.03

1997: $28.41

Table 3

Stacking Up Against Other
Health Professions
(average annual salaries)

Nurse Practitioner* $69,203

Physician Assistant** $72,241

RN+ $52,520

Physician (family practice)++ $150,000

*Source: 2003 National Salary Survey of Nurse Practitioners, 
tabulated by ADVANCE for Nurse Practitioners. 

**Source: American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA)
2002 Physician Assistant Census Report. Available at:
http://www.aapa.org/research/02census-intro.html.
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