
survey. More than $8,650 separates the sala-
ries of men ($82,647) and women ($73,986) 
in the profession (Table 7). That’s an 11.7% 
difference and higher than the 10% differ-
ence between men’s and women’s salaries 
documented in the 2003 survey. 

Buppert isn’t surprised: “I have no data to 
back this up, but my impression — devel-
oped from advising hundreds of NPs in 
their salary negotiations — is that male NPs 
are stronger negotiators. … [They] tend to 
ask for compensation based on their pro-
ductivity rather than a set salary. They set 
compensation goals for themselves. They 
monitor their numbers. They make sure 
everything is in writing.”

But women shouldn’t despair — they can 
become better negotiators. “It’s a skill just 

like anything else,” Buppert reasons.
Geographic Hot Spots

If salary is your only gauge and you’re 
looking to move where the money is, con-
sider the Pacific and Western regions of 
the United States, where salaries average 
more than $80,000 a year (Table 8). More 
specifically, contemplate California, Arizona 
or Nevada, where NPs report average 
salaries of $86,674, $83,986 and $83,754, 
respectively (Table 9). Across the country, 
Washington, D.C., is close behind, offering 
an average annual salary of $83,726. Salary 
averages for specific cities within certain 
states are provided in Table 10.

When considering average salary by 
urban, suburban and rural settings, nurse 
practitioners working in cities earn the most 

www.advanceweb.com	 January 2006  • ADVANCE for Nurse Practitioners  39

Professional Issues

Table 8
Average Salaries by Region

Pacific: $82,002
Western: $80,027

Southcentral: $76,213

Northeastern: $74,457

Southeastern: $72,813

Northcentral: $72,312

Table 9
Average Salary by State

* States with 5 or fewer respondents

AK:	 $80,960 	
AL:	 $68,146
AR:	 $75,186
AZ:	 $83,986	
CA:	 $86,674	  
CO:	 $73,247
CT:	 $73,638
DC:	 $83,726  	
DE:	 $72,374
FL:	 $75,914
GA:	 $73,003
HI:	 $78,658
IA:	 $73,630
ID:	 $77,164
IL:	 $74,153
IN:	 $70,516
KS:	 $70,886

KY:	 $72,393
LA:	 $78,815
MA:	 $75,425
MD:	 $79,340
ME:	 $67,105
MI:	 $74,141
MN:	 $76,176
MO:	 $71,838
MS:	 $78,899
MT:	 $63,249
NC:	 $69,329
ND:	 $67,350
NE:	 $68,644
NH:	 $75,325
NJ:	 $80,173 	
NM:	 $75,643 
NV:	 $83,754	

NY:	 $79,658
OH:	 $71,229
OK:	 $72,236
OR:	 $77,984
PA:	 $70,358
RI:	 $72,849
SC:	 $72,009
SD:	 $72,107
TN:	 $71,068
TX:	 $79,365
UT:	 $73,024
VA:	 $67,399
VT:*	 $65,138
WA:	 $77,890
WI:	 $70,507
WV:	 $68,800
WY:*	 $77,333

Table 10

Average Salaries in Select 
Cities and States

Arizona
Phoenix		  $86,539
Scottsdale 		 $93,883
Tucson		  $80,790

California
Fresno		  $82,963
Los Angeles	 $84,837
Sacramento	 $71,905
San Diego		  $91,537

Florida
Boca Raton		 $77,091
Gainesville		  $77,609
Jacksonville	 $81,206
Miami		  $75,797
Orlando		  $80,191
Tampa		  $77,171

Illinois
Chicago		  $77,856
Peoria		  $65,425

New York
Bronx		  $94,545
Buffalo		  $70,247
New York City	 $90,597
Rochester		  $62,894

Pennsylvania
Allentown		  $68,904
Harrisburg		  $71,085
Lancaster		  $72,593
Philadelphia	 $77,532
Pittsburgh		  $68,307
Scranton		  $61,745
West Chester	 $77,150
York		  $75,654

Texas
Dallas		  $79,755
Houston		  $82,711
San Antonio	 $78,290

Table 11
Average Salary by 
Population Setting

Urban:		  $76,570
Suburban:	 $74,733
Rural:		  $71,725


