Table 3

Interpretation of Testing to Detect Acute HIV Infection

ELISA Western blot HIV-RNA Interpretation
Test Result Positive Positive Detectable Chronic HIV infection
Positive Negative or indeterminate <5,000 copies Suspect false positive, repeat in 2 to 4 weeks
Positive Negative or indeterminate >5,000 copies Suspect acute HIV infection
Negative Negative >5,000 copies Suspect acute HIV infection
Negative Negative Negative
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Consider alternate diagnosis



