A pH-Based Framework for the Most Common Causes of Vaginitis’

Symptoms
Exam
Vaginal pH

Normal pH
<4.5

Infectious

Elevated pH

>4.5

Noninfectious

Infectious

Noninfectious

Vulvovaginal candidiasis,
genital herpes

Vulvar dermatoses,
vulvar dermatitis,
vulvodynia, normal
discharge

Bacterial vaginosis,
trichomoniasis,
cervicitis

Blood, semen, cervical
mucus, atrophic vaginitis,
disquamative inflammatory
vaginitis, lichen planus,
abnormal flora




