
the choices included “cardiology clinic,” “dia-
betes/endocrinology clinic,” “HIV clinic” and 
“oncology clinic,” among others. 

Even with these focused answer choices, 
24% of respondents listed “other” as their 
practice setting. These NPs almost always 
wrote in an even more specialized setting 
than the choices listed. For example, instead 
of choosing “pediatrics,” one respondent 
wrote in “pediatric allergy and asthma clin-
ic,” another wrote “pediatric dermatology 
practice,” another “pediatric neurology,” and 
so on.

Fitzgerald says these responses reflect her 
own experience. At her lectures to NP audi-
ences across the country, she finds that up 
to 60% of attendees practice in specialties 
or subspecialties. NP practice mirrors the 
larger move in U.S. health care away from 
treating populations (for example, family 
practice, pediatrics, adult care) to treating 
conditions (for example, asthma and allergy, 
cardiology, endocrinology), she explained.

Specialization can allow individual NPs 
to grow professionally and add to their 
knowledge, comments Tracy Klein, a fam-
ily nurse practitioner who is the advanced 
practice consultant for the Oregon State 
Board of Nursing. But, she cautions, “NPs 
who are educated to practice only with-

in a subspecialty will sooner or later run 
up against a regulatory or practice barrier 
that prohibits them from transferring and 
expanding their care.”

Klein and Fitzgerald both predict that 
demand for subspecialty certification 
will increase among nurse practitioners 
and regulators. Klein believes that work-
ing without specialty credentialing keeps 
NPs under the thumb of physicians. “The 
inability to be autonomously credentialed 
under our own skill set with nursing-sensi-
tive measures restricts us to supervision by 
other providers, generally MDs, as a proxy,” 
she told ADVANCE.
Discounting Experience
As we’ve seen in previous surveys, nurse 
practitioners with a doctorate degree are 
paid more on average than those with 
other degrees (up to $3,269 more than NPs 
with a master’s degree). The 3% of our 
respondents who have doctorates make an 
average of $84,786 a year (Table 5). 

As in 2005, associate-degree holders 
earned more than NPs with a bachelor’s 
degree. We might chalk this up to experience: 
NPs practicing with an associate’s degree 
have likely been practicing for a long time. 
Also, respondents with associate’s degrees 
represent only 1.7% of our total respondents, 
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‹ Professional Issues ›
Table 4

Salary by Practice Setting
(listed in descending order)

 1. emergency department	 $95,157
 2. neonatal unit	 $93,959

 3. aesthetics/skin care practice	 $87,773
 4. hospital	 $86,630
 5. surgery setting	 $86,256
 6. oncology clinic	 $84,578
 7. mental health setting	 $82,978
 8. gerontology	 $82,556
 9. cardiology clinic	 $82,460
10. internal medicine	 $81,671
11. retail clinic	 $81,154
12. corrections	 $79,538
13. HIV clinic	 $79,204
14. family practice	 $79,091
15. diabetes/endocrinology clinic	 $79,032
16. pediatric practice	 $78,120
17. women’s health practice	 $76,483
18. college health (12 months)	 $72,236
19. elementary or secondary school	 $71,512
20. academia	 $68,624
21. college health ( 9 months)	 $55,185

*own practice $89,634 
across all settings

Table 3

Stacking Up Against Other Master’s-Level Professions
(average annual salaries)

Nurse Practitioner*	 $81,397

Physician Assistant**	 $86,214

Physical Therapist***	 $66,363

Librarian***	 $52,949

Social Worker***	 $49,019

*Source: 2007 National Salary Survey of Nurse Practitioners, tabulated by ADVANCE for Nurse Practitioners 

**Source: American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) 2007 Physician Assistant Census Report. Available at: 
http://www.aapa.org/research/07census-intro.html

***Source: Salary.com

A Rewarding Profession
The honor of being the oldest nurse practitioner to fill out our survey goes to 79-year-old Jean Wertz. 

An adult NP in New Mexico, Wertz tried to retire in 1993, but she just wasn’t up for it. She opened a solo NP practice in 1996 and continues to 

work part time — volunteering at a health clinic for the homeless and working poor and making hospice visits pro bono.

Wertz became an NP in 1978 after 30 years as an RN. “I do recall the 6-day-a-week-plus-call split shifts of the ‘40s — the sharpening of needles, 

the patching rubber gloves, the mixing gooey penicillin in 50-cc syringes and melting codeine in a heated metal spoon,” Wertz said. “It is nice to 

have sterile supplies prepackaged and not spend time in an autoclave room. We do seem to be a throw-away society now.”

— Jill Rollet

Table 5

Education and Salary

Doctorate degree	 $84,786

Master’s degree	 $81,517

Bachelor’s degree	 $76,325

Associate’s degree	 $78,358

*


